
 

 

 

 

BUCKLEBURY COMMON ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE 

12
th

 May 2015 

MINUTES 

Present: Mr W Hartley Russell (Lord of the Manor); Cllr G Pask (West 

Berkshire Council); Mr R Hartley Russell (Resident); Mr A Dunkerton 

(Bucklebury Parish Council);Wynne Frankum (Bucklebury Parish 

Council); Mr S Barnett (BBOWT, Countryside Officer); 

GP welcomed all members to the meeting 

Apologies: Mr C Marriage (Mid & West Berks Local Access Forum); Mr 

T Culley (Bucklebury Heathlands Conservation Group); Mr T Slatford 

(Bucklebury Parish Council); Mr A Cruickshank (BBOWT Snr Land 

Manager, Berks). 

Committee members referred to in text by initials 

.The minutes of the meeting of 23rd November 2014 were agreed as a true record. 

1. Matters arising 

GP – outstanding item – all members of the committee were asked to think of a 

suitable replacement for Cyril, JP and others mentioned a couple of local residents 

with an interest in the common who might be suitable. 

ACTION: members of the Committee to suggest names of who might be 

interested for next meeting, SB would contact subsequently once a decision had 

been made. 

SB had made contact with owners of SAAB garage to ask them not to park on the 

common car park at Briff Lane/Burdens Heath junction and to meet to discuss, 

awaiting a reply. SB had stressed that this activity contravened the common’s 

byelaws and prevented members if the public parking here to access the common at 

this point. Other members of the Committee confirmed that the Bodyshop next door 

also used the parking area, GP had seen someone sanding down a vehicle in  



 

 

 

 

that car park. It was clear that the businesses had been using this area for some 

time. In answer to the question of where else the businesses could park vehicles GP 

stated that this was not our problem. 

ACTION: SB to also contact Bodyshop also and follow up with West Berks 

Council legal department. 

SB confirmed to GP that all other items arising from the minutes would be covered in 

the Countryside Officers Report. 

SB confirmed that long Scots pine logs had been used the block off the routes at 

Ramsbury Corner that were now subject to Traffic Regulation orders. He had 

contacted Sallie Jennings, Snr. Rights of Way Officer at West Berkshire Council to 

see if maps showing the TRO route(s) could be added to the posts with the signs. 

SB confirmed that ground nesting bird signs were being erected, he would add the 

Estate’s logo to the signs. Typically the signs on Bucklebury were erected later than 

signs on other commons due to slightly differing concentrations of species such as 

nightjar which arrived and nested later into the season. 

 

2. BBOWT partnership 

SB stated that this was proceeding well and detailed the members of staff now in  

the Reserves team. There was some discussion about the access audit. SB stated 

that James Stevenson was undertaking this. WHR asked about the nature of the 

access audit, SB indicated that on Bucklebury it would simply cover access out from 

the main points on the common (e.g. car parks) and general recommendations on 

access provision. 

 

ACTION: SB to provide update on access audit for Bucklebury at next meeting.  

 

GP stated that the other access audit he had seen (Snelsmore) was very thorough 

and had been very well received by members of the corresponding committee. 

 

3. 4 X 4 vehicles on the common. 

There were some distinct problem areas – Vanners/Sadgrove Lane, Ramsbury 

corner, The Slade and JP said that there was evidence of damage to the route 

between the Beenham turning onwards to Kings Copse. JP thought 4x4s must have 

been using this route at night as he had never visibly seen anyone using it. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

GP stated that if incidents were reported to the police they did take it seriously and 

follow it up.  

 

There was some discussion about the action that could be taken long term, aside 

form just asking residents to report incidents to the police. Options include: 

 

 Traffic Regulation orders (permanent but seasonal, for the winter months) on 

affected routes. 

 Repairs to damaged routes, possibly coupled with the above. 

 Investigate likelihood of downgrading some vehicular routes.  

 Use of ditches and banks at Vanners to prevent access for vehicles into that 

triangle of land. 

 

WHR said that there were several routes that he could think of that didn’t seem 

necessary to take vehicular traffic. Issues also extended to motorcyclists on the 

common. 

GP stressed the fact that there were a number of Vehicle User groups, representing 

responsible users who were consulted as part of all these processes. 

 

ACTION:  All members of the committee to help compile a list of routes that 

were affected. 

 

ACTION: SB to report back, following discussion with WBC rights of way 

colleagues on various courses of action open to us with details. 

 

4. Countryside Officer’s Report. 

 

SB stated that the ground nesting bird signs were going in within the next few days, 

estate logo to be added. 

 

Height barrier on car park 2 to be repaired/replaced in the autumn, coupled with 

some work clearing sightlines into and out of car parks and roadside clearance to 

make car parks more visible to improve security. Also some work to improve surface 

of car park 2 in particular (re-grade) 

 

ACTION: SB to provide update on car park works at November meeting. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

GP stated that soil from ditching on the Marlston Road, or taken from the swilly hole 

could be used to fill in the damage done by 4 x 4 vehicles at Ramsbury Corner. 

 

WHR said that the large drums that Thatcham Anglers had been using as litter bins 

at the fishponds had been set alight, he wondered if some (2) bins could be installed 

here to replace them and emptied by Veolia when they empty other bins on the 

common. 

 

ACTION: SB to arrange for 2 bins to replace existing drums down by fishponds 

and collection by Veolia. 

 

5. Conservation work on the common 

SB stated that when they met TC recently he was looking to schedule work to cut 

and treat birch on one of the bunds across lower common (area west of 

Carbinswood Lane). 

WHR stated that Paul Mather and University of Reading had been undertaking work 

on the common and the heath was looking better than it ever had. 

WF stated that Sally Wallington was arranging to clear the ponds on the common 

later in the year. 

 

6. Any Other Business 
WHR mentioned the barrier in Carbinswood (Fireside Cottage) which was still there. 

 

ACTION: SB to follow up barrier issue with WBC legal. 

 

ACTION: SB to send out minutes soon after meeting to let members know 

actions, then send out again at usual time c.2 weeks prior to next meeting as a 

reminder. 

 

DATES OF 2015 MEETINGS: 

Thursday12th November 6.30pm. Estate Office, Bucklebury. 


